
SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2015

WHAT’S ON 
AT AGWA



WA Focus
NOW ON>> 
Helen Smith
FREE | UNTIL 18 OCTOBER
#WAFocus  #HelenSmith

Helen Smith’s practice incorporates a 
minimalist approach to geometric forms 
while reflecting her interest in social 
and cultural systems. Her paintings 
and photographs from the Collection 
are shown together to demonstrate 
the subtle connections between these 
two streams of her practice, alongside 
new paintings.

GUIDED TOURS | FREE
Out of the West; works by WA artists
2pm, Mon in Sep & Oct

COMING UP>> 
Proximity Festival
TICKETED | 28 OCT – 8 NOV
#WAFocus  #Proximityfestival

Now in its fourth year, Proximity 
Festival is Australia’s only one-on-one 
performance platform. In October, 
Proximity takes over AGWA’s galleries 
and hidden spaces, engaging 
audiences with talks, workshops, 
parties and experimental one-on-one 
performances.

Tickets through proximityfestival.com 
Look out for the program guide 
available at AGWA’s information desk 
and around town.

4. Proximity Festival Art Gallery of WA, rooftop view 2015.  

Western Australian 
Indigenous Art 
Awards 2015
FREE | UNTIL 12 OCTOBER
#WAIAA

The Western Australian Indigenous 
Art Awards, one of the richest 
Indigenous arts prizes in the country, 
is an Award founded in 2008 to 
celebrate the scope, diversity and 
excellence of art from all corners 
of Indigenous Australia. 

Megan Cope is the recipient of the 
2015 Western Australian Indigenous 
Art Award of $50,000. 

Eunice Yunurupa Porter is the 
recipient of the Western Australian 
Artist Award of $10,000.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD 
CLOSES MON 28 SEPTEMBER

Vote online, or in the exhibition space, 
for your favourite artist in the People’s 
Choice Award. The recipient of this prize 
will receive $5,000.

GUIDED TOURS | FREE
2pm, Wed, Thu & Sat in Sep
2pm, Wed 7 Oct, Fri 2 & 9 Oct, 
Sat 3 & 10 Oct

3. Megan Cope The Blaktism 2014 (still).2. Cornelis Pietersz de Mooy Netherlands, 1656–1702  Peasants Skirmishing on a Jetty, with a Man-of-War Firing a Salute Offshore 1689. 

American dream, 
American nightmare
FREE | UNTIL 15 FEBRUARY
#AmericanDream

Brett Whiteley’s monumental work The 
American dream features in a two-part 
Collection display examining the duality 
of the American experience: the dream 
and the nightmare.

Whiteley’s work is a dynamic visual 
summation of his experiences in 
America, that charts his initial passion 
for the place, his intense responses to 
the politics and culture, and his powerful 
desire to leave it all behind.

Commencing with the dream theme, 
Whiteley’s work sits alongside British 
artist David Hockney’s Hogarth-inspired 
set of 16 prints, A rake’s progress. This 
work tells, in a dreamlike way, the story 
of his personally tumultuous time as a 
young artist in America.

The nightmare takes over in late 
November through darker, political works 
by American artists such as Leon Golub.

GUIDED TOURS | FREE
2pm, Fri & Sun in Sep
2pm, Thu in Oct, Sun 4 & 11 Oct

5. Brett Whiteley The American dream 1968-69 (detail). 6. Angelica Mesiti Citizens band 2012. 

COVER Helen Smith May 2014, Alighiero e Boetti from Wikipedia, United Nations 2014 (detail). Oil on canvas, 150 x 210 cm. State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia. Purchased through the Sir Claude Hotchin Art Foundation, Art Gallery of Western Australia Foundation, 2014. Courtesy of the artist and Art Collective WA. © Helen Smith, 2014. 
2. Oil on panel, 100.0 x 113.0 x 7.0 cm. Kerry Stokes Collection, Perth. 3. Single-channel HD video, edition of 5, 8:04 minutes. Courtesy the artist and THIS IS NO FANTASY. © the artist, courtesy THIS IS NO FANTASY. 4. Proximity Festival – Art Gallery of WA, rooftop view 2015. Image Matt Sav. 5. Oil, tempera, collage, photography and objects on eighteen wooden panels, 
244 x 2196 cm. State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia. Purchased 1978. © State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia. 6. Four-channel HD video installation, 16:9, colour, sound, 21 mins: 25 secs. State Art Collection, Art Gallery of Western Australia. Purchased through the TomorrowFund, Art Gallery of Western Australia Foundation, 2012.

OPENING HOURS 10am-5pm, Wednesday-Monday. Closed Tuesdays, Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day.

Art Gallery of Western Australia Perth Cultural Centre  |  artgallery.wa.gov.au  |  admin@artgallery.wa.gov.au  |  +61 8 9492 6600  Info: +61 8 9492 6622
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Screen Space
FREE | ONGOING 
#ScreenSpace

A different filmic work from Your 

Collection is screened every two months.

NOW ON>> 
Angelica Mesiti Citizens band 
UNTIL 8 November

Comprising four screens arranged 
in an inward-facing square, Citizens 
band records the performances of four 
migrant musicians. Their performances 
poignantly evoke the remembered 
sounds of their countries of origin 
through different techniques and 
modes of cultural expression.

NEXT>> 
Christian Thompson HEAT
OPENS 14 November

Your Collection 
1800 – today
Works from the State Art Collection 
are on display through the Your 
Collection 1800-today galleries. 
This chronological arrangement 
starts in the Centenary Galleries 
found at the rear of the building.

GUIDED TOURS | FREE
Wesfarmers Arts Walk-in Guided Tours 
of Your Collection run 11am & 1pm, 
Wed-Mon (no tours 11am Fridays). 
Visit artgallery.wa.gov.au for 
information on tour themes.

Treasure Ships: Art in the Age of Spices
$15 Adult, $12 Concession | OPENS 10 OCTOBER | #TreasureShips
Download the free Treasure Ships app at treasureships.com.au/agwa/app

Treasure Ships: Art in the Age of Spices features the spectacular and exotic art 
produced for global markets from the sixteenth to early nineteenth centuries.
Demand for spices spurred on the great voyages of exploration and the 
establishment of vast empires across Asia. Treasure Ships presents the stories 
of the spice markets, slave trade and shipwrecks, as well as illustrating the 
astonishing beauty of Chinese porcelain, known as ‘white gold’ and celebrating 
vibrant Indian textiles.

All ticket buyers will go into a draw to win a family trip for four to Singapore, 
thanks to Singapore Airlines.

Treasure Ships is presented in partnership with the Art Gallery of South Australia. 

Principal Sponsor Airline Partner Accommodation Partner Media Partner 

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Annual Sponsors

driven by

EVENTS

Opening Weekend Celebration
10am-4pm, Sat 10 & Sun 11 Oct 
Activities free | Exhibition admission fees apply

Join in the free family fun with AGWA and 
Awesome Festival - painting with spices, 
storytelling, map-making and shadow 
puppetry performance.

UWA Institute of Advanced Studies 
Lecture Series
FREE | Wed 21 Oct - UWA Auditorium
UWA Lecture by James Bennett, Curator 
of Asian Art, Art Gallery of South Australia
Lecture attendees receive discounted exhibition entry

Upcoming Lectures
Wed 4 & Thu 12 Nov

GUIDED TOURS

2pm, Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun from 14 Oct
Exhibition admission fees apply

2015 ARTBAR SEASON
TICKETED | #ARTBAR
Where people, art and live 

entertainment come together.

Guy Pearce – 15 Oct 
San Cisco – 29 Oct (outdoor)
Clare Bowditch & The Royal Jelly 
Dixieland Band – 26 Nov (outdoor)

Tickets on sale now through 
artgallery.wa.gov.au/ARTBAR. 
Your ARTBAR ticket includes entry 
to Treasure Ships on the night.

Treasure Ships Partners


