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Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.

ABOUT THE ARTWORK
What motivated you to produce
your artwork?

Experimentation.
I love to play around with
different mediums…

Experimentation. I love to play around
with different mediums and textiles.
It was important for me to tackle this
project like any other and just have fun
with techniques to find the style that
best suited my vision.

Did your initial idea change during
the art making process?
Yes, originally I was going to make an
aeroplane inspired wearable art piece
with wheels to roll across the ground
as if on a runway. I then began to play
with the concept ‘lighter than air’ and
suddenly a hot air balloon came to mind.

If you were to choose one artist
that had the greatest influence
on your piece, who would it be
and why?
Fashion designer, Hussein Chalayan
works with large forms but keeps
subtlety to all his garments which
I admire. His designs particularly
influenced the balloon piece of
my artwork.

How did you decide on your
choice of materials?
Mainly through trial and error. I knew
I wanted a large proportion of my
garment to be silk and corset to
be made from woven raw silk, but
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the other materials were based on
experimentation and availability in
conjunction with appropriateness
to techniques.

What advice would you give
future Art students who are keen
to exhibit their work in shows like
Pulse Perspectives? What advice
do you have for teachers?
For the students I suggest choosing
something you’re truly passionate about.
Ask yourself what’s some quirky idea
you have that no one else has?
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For the teachers I think the advice I
would give is create a space where
students can just wind down. Although
Art is an ATAR, it’s hard to produce
something creative if you’re under
pressure or being reminded of it
constantly. My teachers chose to make
the first few lessons about trying out
different mediums and this opened up
new pathways and ideas which was
great and fresh.

Find out more about Hussein Chalayan
Take a look behind the scenes with Hussein Chalayan
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Why is art and creativity
important at times of
uncertainty and change?

What career path are you
embarking on, and has The
Arts impacted your choice?

Art is a product of its era. Artists tend
to be sensitive to the world around
them, picking up on minute details
or the overall vibe of society. It’s
important to continue art within times
of uncertainty because it can showcase
diverse perspectives and it tends to help
increase morale.

I have chosen to study Costume at
WAAPA, my wearable art journey being
a major influence in this choice.

In what ways do you think art
influences how you feel about
yourself, and how you connect
to others?

Although it is a time of rapid change,
it could also be a time of exploration
into new platforms which could support
upcoming artists and showcase their
works to a wider demographic. I think it
would be marvellous if more art could be
shown via social media and the internet.

Art is the way I communicate. Even
within my daily life, due to being a visual
learner, if I don’t have the words to
explain myself I’ll present ideas through
drawings. It’s that need to pick up a pen
and create that fuels my imagination,
which I think is important to remain
throughout adulthood.

What do you feel young people
need from AGWA at this time
of rapid change while galleries
are physically closed?

Is there a song, book, memory,
feeling, artist or state of mind that
inspires your practice that might
support other artists to create
at home?
To me, history is a great start. Using
biographies of real lives can spark
ideas. For instance, the inventor Alberto
Dumont was a great influence for my
piece. Being an aviation pioneer his
quote, “The balloon seems to stand
still in the air while the earth flies past
underneath,” helped me develop my idea
of perspective and changing landscapes
as if the person wearing the wearable
art is floating away from the ground.

The balloon seems to stand
still in the air while the earth
flies past underneath.
Alberto Santos-Dumont

Find out more about Alberto Santos-Dumont
Take a look at actual footage flying more than 100m
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ARTIST STATEMENT
Up up and away!

textiles, cane, balloon, wire, mannequin,
car bumpers, spray paint, metal, plastic,
plant fibre.
“The balloon seems to stand still in the
air while the earth flies past underneath”
This quote from the Brazilian aviation
inventor Alberto Santos-Dumont
summarises the intent of my wearable
art piece to depict interesting
landscapes from changing perspectives.
Weaving raw silk of different colours
of the landscape is reflective of the
balloon’s basket.
Old car bumpers were repurposed
into part of the shoulder piece. The
headpiece is constructed of crazy
stitched felt and pages from Jules Verne
novel Around the World in Eighty Days.

Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. Textiles, cane, balloon, wire, mannequin, car bumpers, spray paint, metal, plastic, plant fibre. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Art Journal (1) accompanying Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Art Journal (2) accompanying Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Art Journal (3) accompanying Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Art Journal (4) accompanying Catherine Shepherd Up Up and Away 2019. St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School.
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Principal Partner

Education Partners

Art connects us with ourselves,
each other, and the world.

artgallery.wa.gov.au
#artgallerywa
#agwapulse
#pulseperspectives

