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Grace Crogan A walk to school (detail) 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.

ABOUT THE ARTWORK
What motivated you to produce
your artwork?
I think the fact that I was so often
picking up rubbish – in school, on my
way to and from school, walking to the
shops, on the beach. I wanted to see if I
could create something purposeful and
effective with it rather than only being
frustrated by the amount of rubbish I
was coming across every day.

As young artists we often draw
our inspirations from something
personal, and as such we invest that
into our artworks.

Did your initial idea change during
the art making process?
Yes, only a million times, though I think
the core concepts of my work stayed the
same. At first I was thinking of exploring
the concept of human interaction with
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the environment, and I went back to
events such as the Zuytdorp and the
and arrangement of his work, and the
Batavia shipwreck that happened near
materials he used while I was creating
my home town of Kalbarri.
my piece.
It wasn’t really until I honed in on human How did you decide on your
impact rather than simply interaction
choice of materials?
that I started to develop my final idea.
I stumbled across the idea of using
If you were to choose one artist
rubbish or printing by accident. I’d
that had the greatest influence
been experimenting with drawing the
on your piece, who would it be
rubbish in ways that resembled vintage
and why?
botanical illustrations. I came back to
work on my artwork after attending a
Hmm, probably John Dahlsen. He
global school strike for climate action
similarly uses washed up plastics
when my teacher suggested it. From
and rubbish he finds on the beach
there I was able to experiment with
to create his works. He tries to find
different printing methods and practices
beauty in the ugly while also making a
before finally settling on water based
statement about the sheer volume of
lino ink to print with my collection of
waste that litters our beaches. I spent
plastics and rubbish.
a lot of time looking at the structure
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What advice would you give
future Art students who are keen
to exhibit their work in shows like
Pulse Perspectives? What advice
do you have for teachers?
It’s important to make the art for
yourself, and what you’re trying to say,
including the emotion you’re putting
into the work. You’ll be encouraged
to change some aspects of your work
for effect. It’s very important to be
open to suggestion and trust in your
teacher, but it is especially important
to communicate what is of particular
significance to you as well.
At the end of the day, it’s your artwork,
and you need to be happy with it even if
others might see things differently.

Find out more about John Dahlsen and his art practice
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ABOUT THE ARTS
Why is art and creativity
important at times of
uncertainty and change?

My larger art projects are what
I feel allows me to have a voice with
more influence. I’m able to share my
thoughts and concerns in a way that
draws people’s attention, whilst also
giving them space to project their
own influences and create their
own interpretation.

With the risk of sounding clichéd, art
and creativity helps circulate a bit
of hope and light, excitement
and positivity.
Even though, for the
moment, so much has
been cancelled, I’m
looking forward to what
we’re going to be able to
create after all this; how
excited people will be to
go out and participate
in new things and be
inspired again.

What do you feel young people
need from AGWA at this time
of rapid change while galleries
are physically closed?
A little bit of something to look forward
to for the future, when things reopen.

Art gives me something positive
to invest my energy into,
and keep me motivated.

I think that’s the biggest
thing for me. Art gives
me something positive to invest my
energy into, and keep me motivated.

In what ways do you think art
influences how you feel about
yourself, and how you connect
to others?
Art is a very personal process for me.
My visual diaries are a place where I
have space to reflect on my thoughts
and emotions surrounding what’s
happening around me.
Handing someone my visual diary is
like handing them insight to my
thoughts and cognitions which I
wouldn’t otherwise share, and so it is
a more intimate level of communication
that doesn’t involve me explaining
things verbally.

In a way, I like to think of it as a giant
collaborative thought project, which
hopefully will create some ripples
of change or at least an
individual reflection.

What career path are you
embarking on, and has The
Arts impacted your choice?
I’m finding my feet in arts management.
Just my engagement with arts and
performance lead me there by accident.
I get great enjoyment out of being
involved behind the scenes to help pull
off something big. I found this path
through the experiences offered to me
with people that I’ve worked with within
the arts industry.

Is there a song, book,
memory, feeling, artist
or state of mind that
inspires your practice
that might support
other artists to create
at home?

Nope, not at all. Now that
I’m not making art for
school, I create when I feel
like it. I try not to get too
caught up with things not
being perfect. If it’s not
right, I collage or paint over it, or turn it
into something else.
I don’t have all the space and materials
to be able to create the same artworks
as I did in school, but I find comfort in
returning to my visual diary for now.
I haven’t painted in over a year, but I
know it’s something that I can go back
to at any time.
I guess, if anything, the mindset I hold is
that I’m creating for me, and it doesn’t
matter what I create.
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ARTIST STATEMENT
A walk to school

Water based lino ink on paper,
found objects, wooden boxes,
entomology pins.
On my short walk to school I collect
pieces of rubbish. I have used these
to create a collection of mono-prints
highlighting the intricate textural quality
in each item and to draw attention to the
permanence of each object.
My intention is to encourage the viewer
to consider the detrimental effects of
plastic waste and its impact on
the environment.
My work is organised like a museum
piece, so that present and future
generations can observe and reflect on
the impact of plastics on this earth.

Grace Crogan A walk to school 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.
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Art Journal (1) accompanying Grace Crogan A walk to school 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.
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Art Journal (2) accompanying Grace Crogan A walk to school 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.

Back to Page 1

Art Journal (3) accompanying Grace Crogan A walk to school 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.

Back to Page 1

Art Journal (4) accompanying Grace Crogan A walk to school 2019. John Curtin College of the Arts.

Back to Page 1

Principal Partner

Education Partners

Art connects us with ourselves,
each other, and the world.

artgallery.wa.gov.au
#artgallerywa
#agwapulse
#pulseperspectives

