
COLONISATION & WILDERNESS:
Nineteenth-Century American and Australian Landscape Painting

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
27-28 September 2016

DAY 1
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2016

9-9.20am
Registration

9.20-9.45am
Welcome by Director 
Welcome to Country by Barry McGuire 
Symposium overview by Richard Read 

MORNING SESSIONS: 
THE ART OF DISPLACEMENT

9.45-11am
Session 1: Ecology and Perception in Europe 
and New Worlds

Chair: David Peters Corbett

David Hansen, Australian National University 
John Glover and the Natural World

Richard Read, University of Western Australia 
Perception, History and Ecology: the Heritage of 
Molyneux’s Question in New World Landscape Painting

11-11.15am
Morning Tea (included)

11.15am-12.30pm
Session 2: Science and Predation in Australia 
and America

Chair: Rachael Z. DeLue

Ruth Pullin, Independent Scholar 
The Düsseldorf effect in the landscapes 
of the New World: Nineteenth century science 
contemporary environmental relevance

Kenneth Haltman, University of Oklahoma 
The Reach of Desire: Figures and Structures 
Of Predatory Looking in Early American 
and Australian Landscape

12.30-2pm
Lunch Break

AFTERNOON SESSIONS: 
RECONFIGURED LANDSCAPES

2-3.15pm
Session 3: Land and Water in New Worlds

Chair: Catherine Speck

Rachael Z. DeLue, Princeton University 
Shoreline Landscapes and the Edges of Empire

David Peters Corbett, Courtauld Institute 
The Face of Time: George Caleb Bingham’s River Paintings



3.15pm
Afternoon Tea (included)

3.30-4.45pm
Session 4: Legacies of Wilderness

Chair: David Hansen

Christopher Pease, Western Australian artist 
European Representation and First Nation Experience: 
Robert Dale’s Panoramic view of King George Sound 
and Yagan’s Head

Catherine Speck, University of Adelaide 
Whisperings of Wilderness in Australian Centenary 
and Federation Landscapes

4.45-6.15pm
Round Table

Chair: Richard Read

DAY 2
WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER

MORNING SESSION: 
EXHIBITIONARY DISCUSSIONS

9.30-11am
Speakers’ 5 minute addresses on individual paintings 
in Continental Shift

Paintings in chronological order:

Rachael Z. DeLue on Thomas Cole Landscape with 
Figures: A Scene from ‘The Last of the Mohicans’ 1826

Richard Read on Fitz Henry Lane Brace’s Rock, Brace’s 
Cove 1864

Ruth Pullin on Eugene von Guérard 
Fern Tree Gully, Cape Otway Ranges c.1869

David Hansen on J.H. Carse The punt, Echuca 1869

David Peters Corbett on Martin Johnson Heade 
Newburyport Marshes: Approaching Storm c.1871

Christopher Pease on Charles Conder 
Balmoral Beach 1888

Catherine Speck on Albert Fullwood View Across 
a Mountain Range 1880s

Kenneth Haltman on Eugene von Guérard View 
on the Upper Mitta Mitta 1863-1864

11-11.15am
Morning Tea (included)

11.15am-12pm
Melissa Harpley, viewing of “Unknown Land”, 
new historical exhibition at the Art Gallery of WA

12-12.05pm
Conclusion by Richard Read 

This exhibition and symposium is a collaboration between 
the Art Gallery of Western Australia, the University of Western 
Australia, and the Terra Foundation for American Art, which is 
also recognised for its generous support.


