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Abstract: 

This presentation examines the relationship of the important Anglo-colonial artist John 

Glover to the world of nature, specifically the vegetable kingdom. It considers the notion of 

the ‘natural’ world as it was understood in the late 18th century, as well as the cultural, 

Picturesque conventions through which Glover’s landscape painting was framed.  

 

In the Australian setting I explore the perception commonly articulated by colonial settlers 

that the firestick-farmed Aboriginal landscape resembled a gentleman’s park, and discuss the 

manner and method by which Glover came to terms with the novel antipodean flora. Finally, 

the paper also looks at the cultivated world of Glover’s Van Diemen’s Land property 

‘Patterdale’, specifically the grain cropping shown in My harvest home and the more 

domestic and ornamental plantings of A view of the artist’s house and garden, Mills’ Plains. 

 

Biographical note: 

David Hansen has worked as a regional gallery director, a State museum curator and an art 

auction house researcher and specialist; in 2014 he was appointed Associate Professor at the 

Centre for Art History and Art Theory at the Australian National University. With over 30 

years’ professional experience in the visual arts and museums sectors, Dr Hansen has curated 

more than 80 exhibitions, and his writings on art have been widely published in newspapers, 

magazines, scholarly journals, exhibition catalogues and books. He has a special interest in 

colonial art, particularly in the work of the Anglo-colonial Picturesque landscapist John 

Glover and in early settler representations of Aboriginal Australians. 

 

Painting for discussion: J.H. Carse, The punt, Echuca, 1869 

  

 

 


